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• The Committee is an independent network of diving physicians with a particular interest 
in, and experience from, commercial diving operations

• The main areas of focus are: 

− diving occupational medicine; 

− the preservation of divers’ health and safety; 

− the quality of diving physician training; 

− acting as medical advisory body to the commercial diving industry

• Members of the Committee receive no payment for their time – the work of the 
committee is voluntary

• The Committee meets 2-3 times per year
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History

• Founded December 1975 (?) as a forum for communication between responsible parties 
in establishing an effective medical service for North Sea occupational divers (UK and 
Norway)

• DMAC received organisational support from AODC (later IMCA), but was founded as an 
independent organisation 

• Some important topics covered by the Committee in the early years 

− workshop on the in-water hazards of cold stress

− hazards of exposure to chemicals at pressure

− prevention of ear infections in saturation diving

− applying relevant parts of US Navy Diving Manual to commercial diving

− hyperbaric evacuation of divers in saturation 

− maximum safe oxygen level for nitrox diving
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Approximately 25 active members from Europe, US, Far East and 
Australia: 

▪ doctors professionally involved in the practice of commercial 
diving medicine; 

▪ representatives from relevant regulatory authorities; 

▪ medical representatives from navies with relevant expertise; 

▪ a medical representative of the European Diving Technology 
Committee (EDTC); 

▪ a diving industry representative nominated by the 
International Marine Contractors Association (IMCA)

The secretarial function is provided for by IMCA
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DMAC guidance notes: 

▪ Currently 24 documents providing guidance in matters 
related to diving medicine and physiology for commercial 
diving

▪ New guidance notes and revision of existing notes is 
initiated based on input from the diving industry and 
Committee members
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DMAC guidance notes: 

▪ The documents are published as a guidance for the 
industry and are not meant to be used as industry 
standard
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• DMAC 29 contains requirements for diving medicine courses to be approved by DMAC/EDTCmed 

− Level 1 - Medical assessment of divers (Medical Examiner of Divers)

− Level 2D - Medical management of diving accidents and illnesses (Diving Medical Physician)

• Revised March 2019 to include computer based training
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▪ Where diving and seismic activity are scheduled to occur within a distance of 45km 
(28 miles), it would be good practice for all parties to be made aware of the planned 
activity where practicable

▪ Where diving and seismic activity will occur within a distance of 30km (18.6 miles) a 
joint risk assessment should be conducted, between the clients/operators involved 
and the seismic and diving contractors

▪ Links to databases for seismic operations included: the UK Kingfisher Bulletin and the 
Norway SAM-X database
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Other DMAC guidance documents that have been updated recently are

− DMAC 07 Flying after Diving: Recommendations (2017)

− DMAC 13 Fitness to Return to Diving after Decompression Illness (2017)
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DMAC 15 is under revision
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DMAC 28 is under revision
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• All DMAC guidance documents and the list of DMAC/EDTC-approved courses available at

http://dmac-diving.org/
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