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1) Why is this a topic?

• HSE had a list of approved diving doctors 
(used worldwide)
 discontinued

• IMCA noted some concerns with 
quality of medicals and 
diving doctors competence
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IMCA guidance D061 (2018)
Health, fitness and medical issues in diving operations
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2) the actual situation

• Legal obligation for fitness to dive medicals 
(but MED definition different in each country)

• Legal obligation for safety planning 
(but need for qualified doctors often not specified)

Who are the diving doctors?
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2) Actual situation (cont.)

What competence is needed for safe practice

• Employer:
HIRA - safe operational proc - emergency plan

• Divers:
Medical fit - physical fit - skills - experience

• Diving doctors:
Knowledge - skills - attitude - experience
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3) Contributions of EDTC

In a period of inacceptable risks of offshore-diving:

• EDTC 1973: A non governmental organisation 
The goal is to enhance safety of diving.

• Historically starting from extremely high accident 
rate – contributed to big improvement of safety 
management

• Close cooperation with AODC-IMCA 
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Disappearance of decompression 
incidents in offshore industry

NUI Bergen 2019 - Qualification of diving doctors - J Wendling



13

EDTC’s approach

• Coordinate the efforts of industry and 
H&S authorities to establish regulations 
and standards

• To facilitate mutual recognition and free 
movement of divers and certificates

• Expand this spirit to those European 
countries without appropriate regulations, 
especially for inshore and inland diving
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a
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the goals are
not achieved
yet!



NUI Bergen 2019 - Qualification of diving doctors - J Wendling 16

EDTC standard 2003 (under review) for 
medical assessment of working divers

• Guidance and reference section (manual)

• Be aware of dual loyalties of the examiner: 
towards the diver and the employer

• Precautionary principle as part of the duty of 
care 

• Respect a non-discrimination act
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move from old school techniques to an job focused exam: 

• Prescriptive  Discretional

• Any doctor  Competent MEDs 
(Diving med and occmed)

• List of CI  Guidance incl many
med conditions



To be ordered from:

www.imca-int.com
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Modules of training in hyperbaric med

EDTC
PISA IDMEB

ECHM
ECB

Certif 

MED

Certif

DMA

Certif 

HM
++

+

+++

Courses

HM (2H) 40h

DM (2D) 80h

MED (1) 30h
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2019

download from
www.edtc.org
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As EDTC sets standards serving as a guide for 
certifying instances we further proposed a

• Med training standards 2011 EDTC-ECHM remain 
unchanged

• Diving medicine advisor (DMA) new name for doctors 
certified on the basis of the competence standards

• EDTCmed wishes to include medical support for high 
pressure tunnelling

• Content: All “+++”elements from training standards 
(skills and experience)  are specified

“EDTC competence standard for physicians of 
occupational diving and tunnelling companies”
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EDTCmed = medical subcommittee of EDTC 
(all medical delegates + corresponding members)

• In cooperation with DMAC 
(mutual representation,  common 
approval process of training courses)

• Actually: 
1/ Updating FTD standard  2020
2/ Implementing approval process for

competence of MEDs and DMAs
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Updating fitness to dive standards

Certificate should contain 

 fit for duty (diving AND task)

 (as required) sensible restrictions , as defined
in accordance with the industry

 optionally: info about physical fitness
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Certificate
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Certificate
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Certificate
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Certificate
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4) Build-up of an international
registry of  diving doctors

With support of EDTC
With support of DMAC
Authored and managed by the IDMEB
(International Diving Medical Expert Board)

Hosted at SSSA Pisa
(Scuola Superiore di Studi Universitari et di 
Perfezionamento Sant'Anna)
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IDMEB

• Registry of diving doctors edmd.eu
• Designation of MEDs and DMAs
• Approval of skills-traning providers
• Exam for DMAs

DMAC/EDTCmed
• Approval of diving med courses
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Registry getting international

• Opening for overseas associations and 
national coordinators

• Synchronising with other registries of 
equivalent credibility and quality

EDMD  www.DIVEMEDREG.org
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Locate a doctor
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5) Conclusions
• EDTC: new FTD standards with work specific 

certificates
• The DIVEMEDREG is open access to divers and 

employers 

This will facilitate :
 Safety planning with competent DMAs
 Selection of medically and physically fit divers by 

employers
 Finding adapted diving jobs for those with a medical 

condition compatible with some restricted diving


